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Dear Susan C. Alimenti, 



My name is Sung Ho Park and I am writing you in regards to the Autofceding pet dispenser you haw 
reviewed. 

I em sending this letter fn order to alleviate a misunderstanding concerning my application. 

i understand the reason for the rejection of my application is due to the similar nature of the dispensing 
discs attached to shaft 1 4 and dispensing discs 1 8\ 26'. This was never contested and I fully agree with 
your finding. However, according to the diagrams I received with my claim rejection, Arentoffs 
dispensing disks are fixed to the inner sWe of the dispensing tube (Fig 2, 1 8' & 26"). In fad, Arentoffs 
dispensing disks 1 8', 26' must be fixed to the tube in order to function property. My invention requires 
freely rotating dispensing discs that ana not attached to the inner side of the tube 32\ I am providing a 
diagram to illustrate the difference between the two units. 

I believe the reason for the rejection of my application may have been a misunderstanding. If it is 
possible for you to grant me 10 minutes of Interview time I will be happy to show you the difference 
using prototypes I have developed. I humbly request you will review my application based on this tetter. 



Sincerely, 





Control #10/620.662 
Art Unit 3644 
Confirmation #9571 
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4,922,857 



downv^Hy vaulted to^ani* on outer, axnd UmMh 
passage inrt, ufflSeniesdi the block mxntoer^-Wa 
thh^dsQ^fc^ 

H and ha* an 3v*er, axial rto ontfh passage ZJ^wtie 
•l pivoting of 'he A<^> s^L^T rotated to «m tronia 
^^J^Li^^^^ ttm^- reaagntt. Undnr- 

rigidly tekened to the W 4 Soil has w atial through 



Thc valve here discussed is a double acting valve 
which win ddiw* fodder portion a» boosed m either 
of me no^ passages 24' through the botto m notch gr 
each tfmc tltr, lever 6 b pivoted in either oTfeettan. * 
thit rMpect th* Imwings arc believari to bej 
*iplarutfory> a»»ri it just remains to be added that tnc 
upper cio$i memto 36 will .wive to scrape aaatenal 
jested <->u the flat lop disc tt' into the respective oppo- 
site notches nicb that th» material cannot coUfctt or 



J&ZpTX. the cr^Wsecuoiial shap« whjnh vwte- ; ^ to d §^. Tbis agam results ia the 

Jpands to that of the ra*ag« 70 ami tt. but wmcfa « * the cbanmcHi .» over the 



peripherally staggered &om the upper passage 20 In 
jcqch a manner that the passage 24 in the ro twtuhl e cfiao 
22 by a pivoting forth and back of the lever 6 wnl be 
movable ftttWcen oppowul portions, in wmm me paa- 
sage .14 will correspond with the passage* 2ft and 
respectively. 

In this manner there is provided a downlct vurv* tn 
which fodder portions are augured out ra the passage 
24 and arc brought to fall freely -town thirmgh tfce 



vv, ecu. ivqmh^ •*« ***** ™r — — - — - • * 

nmtertai sinkmfe through the cbamncr 16 an over tne 
crow section thereof. 

ariTcTthgvalvc system, since as already weft crown 
the tntrnncc&ate valvemembex 12,2Tof a c* 
valve nuiy be arra nged t pjnove in aTl 
ItwIlb^wkvatilldeitoumsaS-' 
hoars, preferably 6-8 feedings and more ton thn half 
of Jfaem should be effected dnring thacArt*iiujandtstfhi 



24 and arc brought to tafl treety -town ininugn w ^ 

bottom p*Rs*ge 28 to.the t*tft£*n of the tube 4 when the T^sanieoiweyorsystam tostn*^ 

- ASn ~ " dispensers b shown only very sckuoaticaay at 40 m 

FIG. 1 



fever* w operated. It can be chosen to utilize a "normal 
function'*, by winch the passage 3|jjfl|aWa]gStf ^ 
full debouching Into the oafle* passage, such oat only a 
part of the fodder portion wiD be discharged; by an 
adjusmjeot of the end positions of the actuator rod ft is 
then, when desired, possible to produce an increase or a 
decrease of the fodder doves- Such gancml adjustment* 
may be desirable dnring certain periodaoftnnt^ e.g. just 
before the pairing period. 

The tube 4 may be designed tefescftpcally with a 
lower end portion 30 provided with the hole 8 and 
consisting c-&- or sndnkss steeU and an upper pipe par- 
tbn 32 which b secured to the cage in any suitable 
maimer, whereby the height pasidon or tneeethig open- 
ing 8 and the associated bottom of the said end portion 
30 may be adjusted according to the requiiuncnis. 

The fodder may be fifed Into the chambers 16 manu- 
ally or by supply fictxm an automatic conveyor, c~g. as 
known from hog feeding systems. The dosing out or the 
fodder pontons could even bo arranged to take place 
directly from such a conveyor system in the desired 



ldainc 

L. A method of effecting feeding in fur farms; primar- 
ily mink farms, wherein fur bearing animals urn located 
in rcapeetive ones of a ptarality of hnvmg dry 
fridrW containing feeding dispensers with means for 
Kctpplying portions of fodder contained m said flsgtttt" 
) ers to the aaimals» c^aaprising cgftatnB «o insgr^ttcnt 
supply of fodder pOTttoDB by masus of said dsmensers 
audaaid ineana for supplyhigaomtDamisrytlmnD^ 
feeding reqaiicrucnU of the r- 1 — u 



35 



supply ptovkflug 5-1^ Csmfagn pat 24 with i mom than 
50% of the feedings bone effected dnring th* evemng 



ja the dispenser according to FIG. 2 the shaft 14 may moon* u»»c p» * ~ 
be provMcd with mdiafly yfuj u ^fin g stirring, pins down 4s between S pun. and 7 bou- 



and mgm hflurs between 5 p.m- and 7 am. 
X A method according to cslam 1, Wherem thedb- 
arc aper&bk to effect o utflow in g of measured 
fodder portions, the cages arc arranged in a ro w T and 
whcreni me olspenaen tor dm row of e^esnre opera- 
dvely connected m nr^ 1 " 11 to n driving station 
H°p*ed To «toate the db^fcmerp gt least fivo times per 
34 faoum and such that mm^lhwithehalfofthBaernjer- 
amms take pace during the evening end night hnuti 

said for 



3. A method according to claim J, 1 
bearing n""™ 1 * arc uitnk., 

4. A method accoro^hig to claim If wiietemaeid inner* 
tmtumt supply provide* 6-8 fecdmgaper24houn«Wi 
more than 50% of the feeding* being etmomd during the 
avenhig arid u^houTS between 5 p.m. and 7 bjil ^ 

5. A method aocoromn, to chum L wberejn said 
ninsns fin* supplymg hsciu^ 

preadjusted vommetric dosing vnWca an ™ch of the 



DC proVUHBU WM umiiu; yvj" — ^ OI ~^ -~ 

in the chamber 16, wnerehy p0**a>le fiOTabons of liOld- 
tagbrteges in Xhe fodder inairrta! may be r^unnrrarad. 
The pronounced concavity of the upper valve Wock 
manber 18 towards the passage 2D resulta in the fodder 
snnmsg down all over the cross' section of the chamber so 
Ifi, so that no part of the material will aland stffl during 
the successive feeding operations sp4 thus not buxuna 
tainted 

faacrtB£<ljalettrfck<}Uc22' Sa»twb notches 14' simfl«f to »™t tnpply. , . . 

th= flotcltes 2£f, bnt looaed not to each other, up»- *. A nalhod «cc«*n6 to d^ro t whtramd 
^1 t»y , Tttr^w ^ portion M. TTjc tow« v^vo »«« for sapflytng £~=h of^d^™. 
2i 7 h« bat » single rtn,lUr n^rch SS'. M bHa2 CO «Iv« m-k f0noIMta|Mi J^^V^^J^t 

K^ttet^oa&555BwiriB^^d^ bring «n»>ed fa » «>w> 

Sdtoth fcte be4.*W.tteir respective ««chei?S 0,6 dis Pr!^.^ ,W S,^^J^^f 
zTo" of "*i»try. On the top of tic upper dfc« «- fa vamr rod wteb octends tho raw of c^iBcf 

es«3s ssasSsssK - sjssMass«gt 
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Application/Control Number: 10/620,662 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3644 

Allowable Subject Matter 
4. Claims 6, 8-10, 14 and 16-18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Response to A rguments 
5. Applicant's arguments filed 09 December 2004 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. The crux of applicant's arguments is that Arcntoft does not anticipate the present 
'invention because disks 18 and 26 are not "fixed" to the shall 14, however the examiner 
respectfully disagrees. In order to properly examine this limitation one must turn to an accepted 
definition of "fixed" as defined by Merriam Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, 10 th Ed. The verb 
form of the word "fix," as it appears to be used in claims 1 and 12, is "to make firm, stationary, 
or stable." Clearly discs 18 and 26 arc stationary or stable on the shaft 14, Ff applicant intends to 
further define the fixed relationship between the discs and shaft, ihen the claims should reflect 
such a limitation. Therefore the examiner maintains that Arentoft discloses the discs and shaft in 
a fixed relationship. 



Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFU \ , } lf>(u). 

A shortened statutory pci iod lor i> ph io th>*s Inial mciiou is sol lo expire Tl IRfcP 
MONTHS from the mailing date ofthU aciio-n in the even! a fire 1 , reply is filed within TWO 
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Application/Control Number 10/620,662 p a g e 2 

An Unit: 3644 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

<a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclose or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art arc 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious <u the time the invention was made to u person 
having ordinary skill tn the art to which said subject matter ficnains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was mudc. 

2. Claims 1,2, , 7, 1 1-ifc and 15 arc rejected under 35 U.S,C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Essex (US4,735,171) in view of ArentoA (US 4,922,857). 

Essex discloses the claimed invention except the depending system is different. Essex's 
animal feeding device comprises a container or hopper 20 for holding animal feed/a circular 
pipe 26 attached below hopper 20, a dispenser 28 rotatcably received in said pipe 26, a motor M, 
and dispensing spout 36. Essex utilizes a standard spiral auger system for dispensing the animal 
feed, however there are equivalent structures known in the art for performing the same function. 
Arentoft teaches an alternate automatic dispensing structure and system (Arentoft, Figures 3-6) 
comprising shaft 14 and two circular dispensing discs 18\ 26* fixed to said shaft. Bach of said 
discs comprises an arc recess, 2(V and 2S respectively, said aru having n predetermined angle of 
about 90°, and are considered to be |K).sitioncd opposite with each other (claim I ). Therefore, 
because these two feed dispensing systems were art recognized equivalents at the time the time 
the invention was made, one of nutiriury skill in ine ;irl would hav ; found it obvious to replace 
Essex's dispensing system with .-Wjiit.ff'.s 

Regarding claim 2. the distance ociueen dispensing diso* 18 and 26" i.s considered to he 
about 1 VJ", however even if it were not, such a modification would only have involved a mere 
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